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Ms. DorothyGunn
ClerkoftheBoard ~ /-/3
Illinois PollutionControlBoard
100W. RandolphSt ~
Suite11-500
Chicago,illinois 60601

Re:PublicCommentreR01-13
DearMs. Gunn:

The LakeMichiganFederationurgestheillinois PollutionControlBoardto adopt
strongrulesto preventdegradationofIllinois’ rivers, lakesandstreams New or
increasedpollution shouldbe prohibitedin anywaterunlessit hasbeenshownthatit will
beharmlessto aquaticlife Also,newor increasedpollution shouldnotbe allowedin
anyillinois waterunlessit hasbeenshownthat it is reallynecessary.This meansthatall
reasonablealternativesto allowingthenewpollutionshouldbe careftullyconsidered.

In addition,someillinois watersshouldbeprotectedfrom all newpollution
entirely. Citizensandcitizengroupsshouldbeallowedto petitionto havewaters
designatedasOutstandingResourceWatersandprotectedfrom pollution Theprocess
for submittingpetitionsshouldbe asefficient aspossible,citizensshouldnot beexpected
to showtheeconomicimpactsofthedesignation.Developersandotherbusinessescan
be countedon to complainif theythink anOutstandingResourceWaterdesignationwill
costthemmoney.

TheLakeMichiganFederationworksto restorefish andwildlife habitat,conserve
landandwater, andeliminatetoxicsin thewatershedofthelargestlakewithin theUnited
States We achievethisthrougheducation,research,law, science,economicsand
strategicpartnerships.As a result,theFederationseeksto ensurethat peoplecanturnto
theLakeMichiganenvironmentfor cleandrinkingwater,healthyfood, healthyrecreation
andnaturalbeauty.

BecauseoftheLake’svital importanceto theregion,andtO thecitizensof
Illinois in particular,theFederationbelievesit is imperativethat thissignificantnatural
resourceshouldbeprotectedby the strongestpossibleanti-degradationrules. Therefore,
we would urgethat newpermitsissuedfor theGreatLakeswatershedshouldberequired
to attainthehighestapplicableregulatoryandstatutoryrequirementssoasto not
contributeto thelowering ofthewaterqualitywithin theGreatLake’swatershed.
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